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DISTRICT OF KATEPWA COUNCIL      

Newsletter for August 2008
MAYOR FRED WEEKLEY

There are a number of issues that need to be addressed at this time and in the near future.  The time to start thinking about these issues is NOW!

1. Our election for Mayor and Councilors is coming up July 25, 2009.  You my have things that you want to see achieved over the next number of years, your contribution to the community is an obligation and, for the most part, enlightenment for all.   We would like you to consider adding your expertise and drive to your council.  Papers for signing up can be obtained at the village office. 
2. Our Lagoon system is at its limit.  Although the current council has taken it upon itself to ‘get the ball rolling’; it is a long-term expensive project.

3. Our Landfill site is nearing its limit and it too will require a great deal of effort to find or develop another location.

4. Village development is continuing.  With the ‘Baby Boomers’ retiring and looking for a ‘place in the sun’ Katepwa comes to mind.  We are close to the major city (regardless of what Saskatoon thinks) and hospitals.  We are on a main highway (56) and close to the Trans Canada.  We are an ideal location so…we will grow and evolve into something other than what we are.  It’s up to the residence of the District to guide this development and if you are concerned …step up and get on a committee or the council.

5. Communications has been an issue in the past couple of years.  With the onset of items 2, 3 &4 this item has now become much larger.

a. We have decided at council to increase the number of newsletters we send out.  It is our intention at this time to have communication in April, June, August & October/November of each year.

b. The added communication will undoubtedly increase cost so to try and reduce these cost we are attempting to acquire the ‘Katepwa Beach’ web page.  We will post notices, council minutes etc. on this site.  The overall scope has not been decided as yet but it is coming.

6. Reassessment.  Our largest issue by far is going to be the ‘reassessment’ of your property in 2009.  Glenda (our Administrator) has put together some projections as to what will most likely happen.  You won’t like it!  I don’t!  The education portion of your property tax is going increase dramatically UNLESS we do something about it.  We have a petition going at the office that you can sign and this same petition has gone out to most other communities to get them on side with this issue.  We also have preprinted letters for you to personalize and send to the Premier and the leader of the opposition.  The louder we speak as a united front… the more likely we are to get some action and changes.  Personally I would like education to be paid for through income tax or preferably, sales tax.  In this manner those who are not on lower or fixed income will not be hit with this unjust and unfair tax.

Please look at Glenda’s reassessment projections on PAGE THREE.

______________________________________________________________

UPDATE FROM YOUR ADMINISTRATOR

*****You are the lucky person today, you have just won $1 Million Dollars.*****   Just kidding!  

HOWEVER now that we have your “attention” please read and enjoy our newsletter. This information is invaluable to each and everyone of you so please stick it in your pocket and bring it out to the beach with you. If you forget your copy please drop by the office to pick one up. 

1.Do you have a concern that you would like to bring in front of council?

Every ratepayer is invited to bring a concern forward to council through the delegation process.  Delegations can be made up of one or more persons.  

The Ratepayer(s) MUST contact the office and ask to be put on the agenda 7(seven) days prior to the scheduled council meeting held every third Monday of the month.

a) 
Delegations shall be allowed 5 to 10 minutes for their initial presentation.

b)
Delegations with more than one individual involved shall appoint a “spokesperson” to do the entire presentation. He/she may ask the delegation if there is anything they have missed.  The spokesperson may then seed permission to include any missed items. 

c)
 Discussion and questions will follow the presentation (allotted time to be decided by the chairperson).

2.
If you are moving and/or have moved please forward your new address to us. It is extremely important that we maintain current contact information in order for you to receive your tax notice in time for you to be eligible for the discount. Taxes must be paid by cheque or cash. Taxes eligible for discount are due June 30. 

3.
Improper dumping. To those who dump their garbage outside the gates of the dump and in the ditch/hillside shame on you!! If you see people dumping along the hillside please give the office a call. We will keep your name anonymous but these people need to be billed for the clean up. The Ministry of Environment has to be informed as well!! 

4. 
Council Meetings are the 3rd Monday of each month.

5.
Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment” – “FIREWORKS” – states, 

“It is illegal to possess or discharge fireworks within Provincial Parks without written permission from the Minister.”  This includes Firecracker, Sparklers and Fountains. FINE: $140.00 OR COURT.

Please be responsible and adhere to the noise bylaw (refer to point #9 below) and if the weather is hot and dry please use common sense. 

6.
Red tag on garbage container: flip the red tag out when you have garbage to be picked up. Flip the red tag inside your container when no garbage is to be picked up. This tag can be anything red that you attach to your garbage can as a marker for this service.

7.
Dog/cat bylaws: just like the city. Again have consideration for your neighbours because not everyone likes your dog or cat. Barking dogs and dogs running at large are a nuisance and a threat to people trying to enjoy the outdoors during the summer. 

NOTE: Dog Barking: the Village Council is aware of the dogs barking and the nuisance it is causing everyone. We are working with the RCMP to resolve this issue. As a small community we cannot afford to hire an animal controls officer, set up a pound and euthanize animals (nor do we have the ability to deal with court cases that could arise from this). If you have a peaceful and/or a legal solution to this problem contact the office. Please DO NOT phone our Councillor(s) directly. 

8.
ATV’s: please drive your quad on your own private property. Please adhere to the noise bylaw which is 12am (mid-night) - 7am of the next forenoon on weekdays and Sat. Sunday or holiday: 12 am (mid-night) and 9am in the forenoon of the following day.

9. Bylaws Enforcement Officer.  Graham Gale (331-9317) is contracted by the District of Katepwa from May to September.  

10.
Permits that are required for heavy haulers contact the RM of North Qu’Appelle at 332-5202.
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2009 PROPERTY TAX RE-ASSESSMENT 

This IS important folks!

The District of Katepwa Council would like all ratepayers to be properly informed of the 2009 

re-assessment and its possible impact on your resort property.

As you may or may not be aware, your property assessment is the value of your home as set by the Saskatchewan Assessment Management Agency (SAMA).  70% of this assessed value is used to calculate your portion of School and Municipal Tax.  The local Council sets your Municipal Mill rate as they see necessary to maintain the village.  The 2008 local municipal mill rate was set at 6.5mills or .0065 X your taxable assessed value.  The Prairie Valley School Division set the School Mill rate and the local Council has no say in this mill rate. The 2008 Mill rate was 22.75mills or .02275 X your taxable assessed value.  Below is an example of a 2008 assessed value compared to the estimated 2009 assessed value.  

This property is in the Sandy Beach area:

2008 Value



Assessed

Taxable (70% assessed)

Land




  67, 000

  46, 900

Improvements



172, 600

120, 820

Total Value



239, 600

167, 720

2009 Value



Assessed

Taxable (70% assessed)

Land




196, 600

137, 620

Improvements



  98, 700

  69, 090

Total Value 



295, 300

206, 710

This means: 2008 School tax was $2313.71 and Municipal tax was $751.21, total $3,064.92.

In 2009 the School tax WILL be $3887.29 and Municipal tax Will be $1110.66, total $4997.95.

* Note: The School Division in our area is very large and because of this we don’t anticipate a change in their mill rate. Most communities in the Prairie Valley School Division are not seeing the same increases that we are in assessment. Some will see only 20% while others like the District of Katepwa will see approx 70%. 

There is a petition in the office for all to sign re: Petition for the removal of the Education levy from Property tax.  Please come in and sign it.

Also, we have drafted a letter to Brad Wall and cc. to Lorne Calvert re: Removal of School Tax from Property Assessment. Please drop by the office and fill one of these out as well. 
This is YOUR CHANCE to voice YOUR OPINION ! 
Help fight for the removal of the school tax levy 

from your property!
__________________________________________________________________________________________

BYLAWS COMMITTEE
There are not many issues at this time with the bylaws. The principle one that gives us the most trouble is dogs.  For the most part when we ask folks to restrain their animals they do so without any fuss.  The big issue is when we run across individuals who do not honor the bylaws or the tickets we issue.   The only comment I can make at this point is that we are in negotiations with the RCMP for the issuance of summons to provincial court for individuals who do not comply with the bylaw request.  Once that point is reached, the matter will be out of our hands and under the jurisdiction of the provincial court system.  We are working on it but it’s not fast.
FINANCE COMMITTEE 

SUMMARY OF 2008 BUDGET

REVENUE:

Total Revenue from Taxes

$303, 770.00

Total Revenue other sources

$191, 496.00
TOTAL REVENUE


$495, 266.00

EXPENDITURE:

General Government 


$147, 090.00

Transportation



$142, 291.00

Protective Services


$  30, 441.00

Environmental Health


$  89, 544.00

Recreation



$  17, 100.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

$426, 466.00

REVENUE LESS EXPENDITURE
$  68, 800.00

Less Appropriated Funds

$  46, 000.00

Less Sale of Land


$  16, 500.00

Surplus




$    6, 300.00

_____________________________________________________________

RECREATION COMMITTEE

What a wonderful summer!  We started with a terrific Canada Day Annual Beach Volleyball Tournament.  All participants had fun and went home with prizes.  That evening’s events began with the singing of “O Canada”.  The fireworks followed and were spectacular.  Thanks to the people who worked so hard to put on such a great presentation.  Thanks also to the Katepwa and District Lions for their donation.

The rest of July and August followed with our Kids Programs of recreation and crafts every afternoon and evening, Monday through Friday.  Thanks to Cailin MacPherson and Lisa Alport for supervising such great times.

We also had Sandcastle Building in July and in August plus the Annual Mile Swim.  Lindsay Keith looked after these events for us as well as instructing the swimming lessons.  Thanks Lindsay.

We also had the Sask. Rowing Association visit our park for two day in July with instructors offering the opportunity to take lessons.  Thanks ladies.

Lastly I would like to thank the Katepwa and District Lions for the new benches in the park around the play area.  They are terrific!

I hope that you had a great summer.  If you have any suggestions or ideas regarding programs for next year, please feel free to Sue Borys (recreation chairperson) at 332 4258.

__________________________________________________________________________________

OTHER INFORMATION

Newsletter Advertising Opportunities

We would like to pursue an improved format for the newsletter.  A new format would result in a more reader-friendly document while also creating space for us to accept advertisements from local businesses or organizations.  We will distribute over 800 newsletters to our ratepayers four times per year.  This is an excellent, targeted advertising vehicle for local businesses and organizations.  If you are interested in an affordable advertising opportunity please contact the office for a rate sheet.

District of Katepwa Council Committees

	Fred Weekley, Mayor
	Em Anderson, Public Works

	Ben Holden, Environment
	Sue Borys, Recreation and Programs

	Eileen Fisher, Finance and Policy
	Jennie Avram, Communications and Bylaws

	Glenda Hodson, Administrator
	District of Katepwa Village Office phone 332 6645 or email katepwabeach@sasktel.net 


The Dump 


Days and hours of operation:


May 1 to Sept: Monday, Friday


and Saturday from 9 am to 5 pm





October 1 to April 30


Saturday from 1 pm to 3 pm





Garbage Pick – up:





May – Mondays (following the long weekend)





October – Tuesdays (after Thanksgiving October 14, 2008)





Katepwa Village Office Hours





Monday to Friday from 


9 am to noon and 1 pm to 3 pm





Phone 332 6645 or email katepwabeach@sasktel.net
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